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Mutual Congruence of Vocal Behavior in Cooper ative Dialogues,
Comparison between Receptive and Assertive Dialogues

Chika Nagaoka Masashi Komofi', Maria Dragung Satoshi KawaseMakiko Yuki, 0 [

Tomotsugu KataoKaand Toshie Nakamuta

Abstract - The present study investigated the temporal characteristics of cooperative dialogues. Within the
experiment, 12 pairs of speakers who had not met before were asked to reach a compromise through receptive
discussion on a certain topic (cooperative dialogue), or to assert their opinion on their partner (non-cooperative
dialogue). Comparisons of the two dialogues regarding the durations of utterances, switching pauses, and the
frequency of the backchannels indicated that in the cooperative dialogue, (a) although the switching pause
durations are not unique for all pairs, the speakers use switching pauses of similar duration to their
conversational partners; (b) the listeners use comparatively many backchannels, with a frequency relatively
similar to that of their conversational partners, and (c) the length of an utterance is generally about 10 to 45
seconds, and does not differ much from the partner's utterance length. The results suggested that in cooperative
dialogues, the speakers display a temporal pattern within their utterance and backchannel behaviour that is
similar to their conversational partners. Based agsdhresults, the tempo sharing within dialogues was

000070 Maria Raluca Draguna o0 020000000000

considered.
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