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“* Why the subjects focused on the beginnings of the sentences?”

(1) Linguistic reason:

* Japanese speech tends to have a high frequency at the beginning and
alow frequency at the end of a sentence.”

(2) Psychological reason:
“Human infants have a preference for high-frequency sounds.”

The high frequency segments at the beginning of the sentences
attracted the subjects’ attention.

Human memory  People focus on certain partsin an utterance
when listening to speech.

(3) Methodological reason:

The method of paired comparison  Subject compared the ending of
one stimulus item to the beginning of the next?

A preliminary experiment supported the present results.
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People pay more attention to the beginning segment

of speech than other segments.
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possible methods of improving
speech recognition in elderly people

By slowing down the beginning segments of speech,

It might be possible to extract more information.
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